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I rene M. Sarver, dedicated Jewish communal and civic leader, loving and devoted

wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and friend, died peacefully in
Tucson, Arizona on Monday, July 6, 2015. She was 95.

Mrs. Sarver was wholeheartedly committed to the enduring belief that we are all our

brothers’ keepers. She served on the boards, and was a member of, countless
organizations, including Jewish Family and Children’s Services, Hadassah, the

National Council of Jewish Women, the Jewish Federation of Southern Arizona,
Congregation Anshei Israel, and Temple Emanu-El; the Brewster Center for Victims

of Family Violence, was on the first board of the University of Arizona Cancer

Center. She was also a founding member of The Desert Caucus with her late
husband, Jack Sarver.

Mrs. Sarver was born to Beatrice Barnett and Samuel M. Magidsohn on March 23,
1920 in Flint, Michigan. She attended the University of Michigan and Michigan State

Normal School, where she earned a degree in early elementary education. Mrs.

Sarver taught reading in the Flint public school system and religious school at her
local synagogue, Temple Beth El. She also ran Flint’s USO offices during World War

II. Mrs. Sarver and her beloved husband of thirty-two years, the late Jack J. Sarver,
met on a blind date in 1948 and were married on January 11th of the same year.

When Mrs. Sarver and Mr. Sarver moved to Tucson in 1960, they instantly became
known as two of the most involved participants in the Jewish community and in that

of Southern Arizona. Together they built the Aztec Inn, Howard Johnson, and the

Plaza International Hotel. Yet bound by their love for each other, for their family, and
for their heritage and tradition, their first priority always was to building a better

community and a just world.
When Mr. Sarver died in 1980, Mrs. Sarver continued working to make her and her

husband’s shared vision a reality not only through her own commitment to service,
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but by encouraging everyone to find their unique way to be part of the community’s

future for the sake of their children, their children’s children, and for generations to
come.

Mrs. Sarver is survived by her children, Betty Anne, Ellen (David), and Robert
(Penny). She was preceded in death by her son, Gary, in 1952. Mrs. Sarver is also

survived by her seven grandchildren: Jennifer, Stephanie, Sarah (Sol Shaftal), Jack,

Max, Jake, and Zach; her great-grandchildren Cole and Aviva, and her brother, Jack
Magidsohn.

Funeral services will be held on Wednesday July 8,th, 10:00 AM at Temple Emanu-El
of Tucson, 225 N. Country Club Road. Graveside service to follow at Evergeen

Cemetery.

The family requests that any contributions in Mrs. Sarver’s memory be made to the
Jewish Family and Children’s Services Jack J. & Gary I. Sarver Counseling Center and

the Sarver Heart Center.
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Service

Temple Emanu-El

225 N. Country Club Rd., Tucson AZ 85716

Cemetery Details

Evergreen Cemetery

3015 North Oracle Road, Tucson AZ 85705

520-257-4831
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CA Crissy Ash lit a candle in honor of Irene.

Dear Ellen, Betty Anne, Robert and families.I am very sorry to learn of your mother's

death and being unable to attend her funeral service. I admired your mother not

only for her community involvement but because of the wonderful mother that she

was. During the years that I remember your family I recall your mother as being

very kind, warm, generous and welcoming. I will never forger her sweet smile and great sense of

humor. I have memories of the love that she and your father gave to you as well as the educational and

community involvement values thatthey passed on to their entire family.Although I know how much

you will miss your mom, may you find comfort in the loving memories of her and a life well-lived..My

thoughts are with you.Love,Crissy Ash

July 8 at 1:53 PM

CG Carmelita Gomez lit a candle in honor of Irene.

My deepest condolences to Ellen and Family on the loss of your mother. I met

Mrs.Sarver when I was in the second grade as Ellen was my sponsor at Menlo Park

School. Mrs. Sarver was the kindest most loving person who welcomed me into

their family. I am honored to have known Mrs.Sarver and her family. You are all in

my prayers.Maria "Carmelita" Gomez Portland, OR

July 8 at 10:50 AM

WM Wanda F Moore posted:

To Robert, Betty Anne & family our condolences to you on the loss of your mother. Our thoughts and

prayers are with you always.Jim & Wanda Moore- Sarver Women Committee & Board member

July 8 at 7:15 AM

SD Susan Dubow posted:

My condolences on your loss. Betty Anne, I am so sorry. I have wonderful memories of your mom

always being engaged in our community. And being a wonderfully giving woman.Susan Dubow

July 8 at 2:22 AM
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DA David posted:

My deepest condolence to Jack and the Sarver Family. Irene was a great women,did somany things

for the community and Tucson. I had the pleasure of knowing her, wehad some long conversations

on our trips to San Diego,she loved stopping at Denny's in Yuma,the casino,she would always tell me

when I turn 95 I'm going to start smoking,she also loved Costco hot dogs I would tell her she was a

cheap date. We had many good times together,she will be missed by many. RIP my friend. David

Murrieta

July 7 at 10:16 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Irene by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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